
Harkness Discussion Study Guide 

On Monday, April 29, we will have a Harkness discussion as a final assessment of your understanding of A Separate 

Peace.  In order to be prepared for the discussion, you should thoroughly know how the novel addresses each of the 

following thematic subjects.  Thoroughly knowing these subjects means that you know what the book has to say about 

these subjects (you have a scenario or a quote picked out from the book and can EXPLAIN how the quote relates the novel 

to the thematic subject). 

Subjects will include: “Rules and Order,” “Youth and Innocence,” “Warfare,” “Friendship,” and “Jealousy” 

Each class should cover every subject over the course of your discussion.  Failure to do so will deduct ten points per subject 

from everyone’s grade. 

Finally, to receive your own personal grade from the discussion, you must make meaningful contributions to the discussion.  

This means that you either explain a quote or scenario, or you rebut someone else’s contribution.  The following rubric will 

be used to devise your grade: 

5 meaningful contributions = 100 / 100   4 meaningful contributions = 80/100 

3 meaningful contributions = 60 / 100   2 meaningful contributions = 40/100 

1 meaningful contribution = 20 / 100               0 meaningful contributions = 0/100 

If you have any questions about the assessment, you must ask Mr. Ray by Friday, April 26. (Avengers Day!!!) 
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